Infectious complications in the immunocompromised host. The antimicrobial armamentarium.
The treatment of infectious complications in the cancer patient has evolved as a consequence of the developments in cancer chemotherapy, which significantly impair immune function. Broad-spectrum, single-agent antibiotics have replaced more cumbersome multidrug regimens for empiric coverage of fever and neutropenia in many institutions. The use of new, potent oral antibiotics may be a next step toward further simplifications. Several new antivirals have come into clinical use in the past decade, and reports of viral resistance to the standard agent, acyclovir, have come forth. Increasing experience with new (and older) antifungal and antiparasitic agents has given a better understanding of the use of these drugs for both prophylaxis and treatment. This overview includes a critical appraisal of the attributes and limitations of current antibiotics, antivirals, antifungals, and antiparasitic agents for the immunocompromised host.